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Claims 

The claims defining the invention are as follows: 

1. A retrieval aid intended for use with a flexible line having an object located at 
the end of the line, the retrieval aid comprising a shaft having a line 

5 engagement member mounted at one end, said engagement member being 

readily engagable with the line whereby when engaged with the line the 
engagement member surrounds the line and is capable of movement along 
the line wherein the engagement member is formed as a coil comprising 
more than one turn but less than two turns and wherein the plane of the 
1 0 engagement member is inclined to the central axis of the shaft and extends 

outwardly from the end of the shaft. 

2. A retrieval aid intended for use with a flexible line having an object located at 
the end of the line, the retrieval aid comprising a shaft having a line 
engagement member mounted at one end, said engagement member being 

15 readily sngagable with the line whereby when engaged with the line the 

engagement member surrounds the line and is capable of movement along 
the line wherein the engagement member is formed as a coil comprising 
more than one turn but less than two turns which is arcuate through out its 
extent with the turns overlying each other with one end being fixed to the 

20 shaft and the other end being the free end, the portion of the coil; proximate 

the free end extending outwardly from the perimeter of the underlying turn 
and wherein the plane of the engagement member is inclined to the central 
axis of the shaft and extends outwardly from the end of the shaft. 

3. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 wherein the engagement member 
25 is supported from the one end of the shaft to extend to one side of the shaft. 

4. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein the adjacent portions 
of the turns of the coil are spaced from each other. 



wo 2005/036958 PCT/AU2004/001393 

-14- 

5. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 wherein the coil comprises 
a approximately VA turns. 

6. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim at any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the base of the coil to which the shaft is attached is axially 

5 outermost relative to the shaft and the remainder of the coil. 

7. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the base of the 
coil to which the shaft is attached is axially innermost relative to the shaft 
and the remainder of the coll. 

8. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
1 0 shaft is extendable. 

9. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 8 wherein the shaft comprises a plurality 
of lengths which can be interconnected into an end to end relationship. 

10. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 9 wherein each end of each length is 
provided with a threaded fitting which can be threadably engaged with a 

15 complementary fitting of another length to enable said ends to end 

Interconnection. 

11. A . retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
shaft is resiliently flexible. 

12. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 11 wherein the shaft is formed of a fibre 
20 reinforced plastics material. 

13. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
shaft supports a retention member which is slldable along the shaft and a 
cord is fixed at one end to the retention member, the shaft being formed to 
prevent disengagement of the retention member from either end of the shaft. 
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14. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein said 
coil has an internal diameter less than the width of object supported by the 
line. 

15. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of claims 1 to 13 wherein said coil has 
5 an internal diameter greater than the width of object supported by the line. 

16. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
line comprises a fishing line and the object comprises a fish hook and/or 
lure. 

» 

17. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
1 0 device can be used to retrieve a fish hook from the body of a fish. 

18. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
shaft supports at least one stand-off coil intermediate the length of the shaft, 
said stand-off coil comprises more than one turn wherein the central axis of 
the coil is substantially parallel to the shaft. 

15 19. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 18 wherein the stand-off coil Is removably 

supported from the shaft. 

20. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 18 as dependant from claim 9 or 10 
wherein the stand-off coil is adapted to be clampingly received between the 
ends of a pair of interconnected lengths. 

20 21. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 

plane of the coil Is at an obtuse angle to the shaft of between 100 and 150 
degrees. 

22. A retrieval aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
coil has a length greater than one revolution and the free end of the coil 
25 extends outwardly from the outer perimeter of the coil. 
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as. A retrieval aid as claimed at claim 22 wlierein the central axis of the free end 
subtends an angle of less than 90° to the central axis of the shaft. 

24. A retrieval aid substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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